wrote  sixty  year*  ago,  to  Oai 
book  has just  been  published, 
there  U  an  alarming  develop) 
create  of  it  during  tobool  111 
-this  deplorable  reeult  it  laq 
preventable  caotee.  “Thi 
longer  any  room  for  dot 
the  laet  named  writer,  “t 
lighted  and  badly-fitted  echo 
great  machinery  lor  the  den 
myopia;  and  it  it  probabU 
machinery,  where,  at  in  G 
bat  for  a  long  time  been  in 
operation,  may  bare  an  im] 
floence  upon  the  form  of  eye- 
will  be  inherited  by  large  i 
the  population.”  Dr.  Harli 
that  “  it  hat  been  poeiti  rely 
by  careful  and  extensive  ate 
■hort-elgfct  it  meet  frequently 
moet  exclusively,  develop 
school  life”  Dr.  Cohn,  < 
made  an  examination  some  j 
the  eyee  of  10,000  school-ch 
reported  that  1,000  of  the  chi 
short-sighted.  And  what  i 
nifleant,  he  found  that  the 


ng  tleevee  for  either 
wear  will  be  puffed 
be  next  turn  of  the 


eta  in  'Fanchon 
•  nearly all  women 
r  fifty  year*  of  age 


In  Sweden,  a  man  who  is  teen  drunk 
fonr  times  is  deprived  of  )bls  vote  at 
elections. 

saltwater.” 

Kioyte  Bakin,  the  popular  Chlnere 
novelist,  hat  just  finished  a  new  novel, 
in  106  volumes. 

There  it  a  BibJo  in  the  library  of  the 
Dniveruity  of  Gotungen  Written  on 
6,476  palm  leaven 

“I  never  do  things  by  bnlvrer  mid 
the  urchin,  when  be  ate  a  whole  pie  he 
found  in  the  cupboard. 

To  stop  the  squeaking  of  boots  and 
shoes,  boil  linseed  oil  and  saturate  tbs 
soles  with  it  thoroughly. 

Only  699  of  the  9,196  commissioned 
officers  in  the  United  States  army  we 
graduates  ol  West  Point. 

Tbs  beauty  of  a  man  parting  his  hair 
in  the  middle  appears  to  be  that  It  gtyaa 
both  ears  an  equal  chance  to  lap. 

No  matter  bow  fine  abode  y on  wish 
to  purchase,  yoa’ll^Jret  want  to  And  the 
hook's  tore. — MoraUnm  Imiimmitmf 

The  man  who  triad  softaoap  to  smooth 
the  harshness  of  his  wife's  tongue  says 
it  took  off  a  little  of  tbs  roughnsm,  but 


lieoeof. 


oeption  of  three,  who  made  good  their 
escape  from  the  window. 

The  captured  brigands  were  sent  to 


lly  plaited. 


btty  Louis  XIII.  cape 
i  of  any  lace  preferred, 
run  them  together  in  a 
fin  to  a  straight  high 
satin,  and  fasten  the 
rge  bouquet  of  flowers 

id  Tuscan  laoe  straw 
with  old  goid  colored 
\  straw,  and  black  vel- 
i  brim,  while  gold  shot 
ipps  and  ribbons  woven 
no  gold  net  strings  add 
l  of  the  bright  flowers 


Similar  im 


•y  hundred. 
Or  Id  eyes  as 
m  of  their 
>f  infantile 
(frequently 
tad  ignor- 


“  erase  for  coins  ”  has  revived  to  a 
wonderful  extent.  Old  nnmismatios  are 
taking  more  interest  in  their  hobbies, 
new  ones  art  into  the  field,  and,  as  a 
result,  coins  are  growing  scarce  sad 
prices  daily  tending  upward.  Among 
the  coins  tor  which  there  is  now  a  great 
demand  are  the  dimes,  quarter-dot  lam 
and  halt- do  liars  of  1879.  Only  $16,000 
of  tbeae  coins  were  issued  from  the  mint, 
whereas  the  average  issue  of  previous 
years  bss  been  larger.  Collectors  are 
paying  seventy-five  cents,  for  the  half 
dollars:  thirty-five  cents  for  the  quar¬ 
ters  and  twenty-five  cents  for  the  dimes 
of  1*70,  while  the  figures  obtained  by 
the  dealers  from  their  private  custom- 
ea  sre  nearly  twenty-five  per  oent.  in 
advance  of  baying  prices. 

The  articles  relative  to  the  old  and 
owe  coins  published  in  the  reoord  over 
a  year  ago  have  bad  the  effect  of  un¬ 
earthing  a  couple  ol  extremely  rare 
specimens  which  are  now  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  E.  Mason,  a  numismatist  of  this 
city.  One  of  these  is  a  Washington  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  of  1796,  which  is  belli ved  to 
be  the  only  one  in  this  country,  snd  to 
wtidra  history  is  attached. 

Wuen  Washington  was  in  the  height 
of  his  popularity  it  was  proposed  to 


that  city 


short-eight 


crease  during  the  twelve  y< 
naught  in  the  first  to 
cent,  in  the  highest 
one  per  oent.  yearly, 
the  specialists  on  this  sutyei 
marked  unanimity  as  to  tb 
th's  irreparable  put  preva 
chief.  The  causes  are  fot 
failure  properly  to  oonstr 
buildings  and  to  supply  thei 
right  kind  of  furhitnre.  an* 
systems  of  instrumion.  Fault 
tion  may  be  the  means  ofimi 
imperfect  light,  both  of  wbt 
rioua  to  the  eyas*  The  ej 
also  suffer  from  a  wrong  > 
light  caused  by  ah  imprope 
tion  of  the  winiOws,  or  an 
able  arrangement  of  desks  am 
size  and  form  of  the  deski 
tiou  to  the  seat  ha/ve  an  impc 
ing  on  the  propet  use  of  th 
“  To  use  desks  find  seats  < 
pattern  and  tisoi  or  a  large 
children  of  all  H  (a,”  says  ] 
"is  not  more  rational  than 
of  distribution  Of  army  ol 
which,  as  Dickana  oomplaii 
tall  soldiers  got  the  short 
and  the  short  toll  fen  got  thi 


frequently  in  the  neglect  < 
cautions  about  light,  ole 
temperature.  The  sevsrit 

dictment  Is  felt - - - 

tnown  that 
Britain  alone. 


titles  of  sweetmeats 
England  to  the  South 
*  said  to  have  robbed 
their  teeth, 
tmark,  although  over 
ll  in  appearance  as  to 
finter  of  her  dangh- 
ctfvc  in  musical  nf- 


rdiagto 


Cards  are  said  to  have  beau  invented 
in  France  in  IMI,  to  amuae  Charles  IV, 
during  the  intervals  of  a  mtiauohpiy 
•ll  o'drr.  Piquet  and  ail  the  early  gated 
are  French. 

The  two  n}uak*deer  lately  addad  to 
the  collection  ip  the  Philadelphia  aOo- 
logicoJ  garden  pm  diminutive  auimgia 


lady  doctors 
I;  while  sixty - 
irenty  practice 
t  adopt  two  or 
lad/  living  in 


•n  deprived  of 
of  the  arbitrary 
I  to.  fo  Abolition 


the  dollars,  but  onoe  more  he  objected, 
and  the  idea  was  not  persisted  in.  Two 
or  three  coins  were,  however,  struck 
off,  and  the  one  just  now  tuned  up  is 
of  the  number.  Where  the  others  wen 
to  nobody  knows,  but  this  one  has  been 
in  the  possession  of  a  Schuylkill  county 
farmer  for  over  sixty  years.  The  obverse 
has  a  military  bust  of  c  asbington, 
facing  left,  surrounded  by  the  Uegend, 
*•  Washington,  President,”  and  the  date 
1796.  Tbo  head  is  surrounded  with  a 
laurel  wreath.  On  the  reverse  is  a 
spread-eagle,  surrounded  by  fifteen 
stars.  Aoroad  milling  extends  around 
the  margin.  The  obverse  has  the  name 
*  Birch  w  in  very  small  letters  beneath 
the  head.  This  was  the  designer,  who 
wss  the  lather  of  the  present  auctioneer 
of  that  name. 

The  other  coin  is  also  new  to  the  un- 
mistnatic  world,  which  has  been  gen¬ 
erally  ignorant  of  its  existence,  al¬ 
though  It  was  stated  in  Boston  recently 
that  such  a  coin  was  extant.  It  ie  a 
Confederate  gold  piece  the  else  and 
weight  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
gold  coin,  for  which  it  was  probably 
intended.  The  obverse  has  a  naked  bust 
of  Jefferson  Davis,  with  the  name  In  a 
circle.  On  the  reverse  is  a  laurel 
wreath,  with  the  date  1861.  Around 
this  is  the  legend:  “C.  B.  A.  first 
president.”  This  piece  has  just  been 
brought  to  light  by  a  resident  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va  .  who  values  it  at  $100. 
Wiether  it  was  struck  as  a  sample  coin 
or  intended  is  a  medal  is*  a  question 


ind.but  lives  in  the  lower 
ootaty,  far  away  from  the 

al«bH  has  been  formed  by 
rang  ladies  of  Washington, 
bom  have  become  very  good 
he  instrument.  The  ladiea 
tie  banjo  to  the  guitar,  and 
m  have  pet  instruments  in 
mother  of-pesrl  and  orna- 
h  silver,  with  daintily  em- 

that  wrinkles  are  painted 
by  a  process  now  ooming 
tie  ooloring,  whether  white 
moistened  with  fine,  thin 
aish.  Then  the  wrinkled 
skinaro  colored  and  held  at 
tension  to  smooth  out  the 


poorly  lighted  anil  famished  with  ob¬ 
jectionable  desks  *M  seats.  Other  fruit¬ 
ful  causes  of  the  mischief  flre  badly- 

K'nted  school-books  snd  pals  ink.  Prof- 
riders.  of  Utrecht,  one  of  the  highest 
authorities  on  thil  subject,  declare*  that 
“the  foundation  of  near-sighted nesa  is 
mainly  laid  in  schools,  wheyu  by  im¬ 
perfect  light,  thejpupile  read  tad  print 
or  write  with  p*Je  ink”  To  bese  mis¬ 
takes  of  construction  and  fai  tl tare  are 
to  be  added  such  evils  of  thi  system  of 
instruction  as  the  admission  Of  children 
too  yonng,  too  much  confine  pent,  snd 


out  trial.  6.  Grant  at  freedom  of  tbs 
press,  the  right  of  meert  ng.  and  the  right 
Of  forming  soeMlea.  T.  Convocation  of 
a  national  assembly.  The  eu-professor 
adds  that  ll  these  conditions  are  not  ao- 
oepted  the  contest  will  be  pursued  by 
the  revolutionary  pasty  with  all  the 
means  at  Us  command. 

Aooording  to  a  New  York  paper  there 


olopk.  for  which  the  owner,  Fell*  Meier, 
has  teen  offered  $46,006,  is  exhibited  fa 
Rochester,  Meier  passed  u-n  years  »f 
constant  labor  making  It.  an!  It  is  4* 
scribed  as  a  wondtr fu fpleoe  of  msotijh 
ism.  A  skeleton  strikes  the  hour. 

Theft  are  only  eighty-one  female 
clerks  employed  in  the  imperial  tela- 
graph  service  of  Germany,  aad  it  1ms 
been  determined  that  when  any  vawm- 
cies  oocur  they  shall  be  filled  by  male, 
not  female  clerks.  But  tew  female  clerks 
are  employed  by  the  private  telegraph 
companies. 

A  young  lady  who  read  that  “it  is 
lucky  to  pick  up  a  hoisoshoe.”  happened 
fa  aDlackiunith  shop  the  other  day  a»d 
picked  up  one.  Tbe  surprising  tuddrh- 
new  »d  pirnsing  shriek  with  which  she 
It  *  bowed  that  it  was  ualackp 
Tb«  blacksmith  bad  just  made  the  shop. 


alarming 


school 


headache  cannot  have  other  I 
jurioui  ffect  upon  the  eyesigl 
-i.e  mischief  is  not  so  soon  a 
the  latter  as  in  the  former  on 


s  ape  steadily 
re  pi  oduoe  was 
c4  he  cost  of 
g*  toon  well. 


carriage.  In  tact.  If 
Spain  is  likely  to  bei 
competitor  in  the  wfa 
declared  that  one  of  1 
if  properly  cultivate*: 
Eurooe,  and  no  wl 
a-arcely  any  equal- 
The  smallness  of  the 
being  leas  than  18,4 
thrice  tbe  siae  of  Ei 
puzzle  to  many  peop 


In  the  floor  of  the 
may  chance  to  be,  a 
vated  sufficiently  ;  la 
common  champagne 
charooal  or  of  simply 
made  within  the  bo 
woman  about  to  M 
Handful  of  drugs.  8h 


Exiles  in  Siberia, 
We  have  heard  it  calculated 
moderate  Russian  libera;  that 
at  least  95,000  meuof  the  hte 
In  Russia  who  are  now  either1 
or  at  least  exiles  from  Russia, 
tfcat  to  return  there  would 
their  liberty  at  once— of  v 
many  hundreds  are  involved . 
hiliat  conspiracy.  If  aujt 
that  estimate  be  the  truth,  thi 
tion  of  this  wholesale  indtf 
Nihilism  among  the  higher  on 
Russians  U  obvious  at  once, 
tbe  feelings  of  a  Russian  famil* 
promising  of  whom  are  either  j 
or  in  exile  without  hope  of  n 
this  for  no  better  reason  thaa 
picions  of  the  police  depart* 
course,  such  a  family  feels,  in 
no  sympathy  with  the  satho 
no  adequate  horror  at  the  be 
strikes  such  terror  into  the  ai 


k  the  Ni- 
ling  like 


and  crouches 
while  she  arra 
mantle  from  b 
a  tent.  She 
freely  in  then 
of  the  skin  b«l 


England  since  1769,  which  is  worth 
preservation  for  reference.  The  resig- 
naJon  or  tbe  Duke  of  Newcastle,  in 
1769,  ended  tbe  long  rule  of  the  Whig 
party,  which  had  continued  uninter¬ 
ruptedly  from  the  death  of  Queen 
Anne: 

1768 — Karl  at  Bute. 

1763— George  Grenville. 

1766— Marquis  of  Rockingham. 

1766— Duks  of  Crafton. 

1779 — Lord  North. 

«  Eookto*- 

17B3  (June)  Rar!  of  Sherburne. 


the  Nihilists,  makes  them  f 
selves  anything  but  outcai 
them  even  something  of  tbe 
of  heroes  in  their  own  eyes,  si 
out  forfeiting  tbe  regard  aad 
their  class,  they  jit  go  be] 
class  in  the  sacrifices  aad  riski 


i  m  to  for- 
firaw  the 


Tbs  railway 


1874  (FelwmuD-Xarl  of  Beacons 
ild  (Disraeli). 

1989  (AprilP-Willtem  S.  Gladstone. 


FT 


The  Bloomfield  Record. 

ruiDAT.  mat  1,  mo. 

ilmgneri 

- 1.  «fe>«r*  tea*  taw  WM  la 
AseWy  *teM>as*Wa««a 


My  oaly  bop*.  ib«  Aameu  sow**; 

Declare  roar  k re*,  my  tb*  talip  yw, 

Aad  jcuitper  replies,  I  Uv*  Uw  the* 

Q.oxmm  t*U*  ol  lor*  at  flrrt  ei«bt| 

S  erect  pee  **y*.  UNI  mm  by  moonlight ; 

Deed  lee ladieete  e  beery  heart; 

Veneasted  piuk,  larevsr  we  part. 

Let  a#  pert  IrieotU,  eeys  the  craapwt  flower. 
Pros  roe*  eneweri.  yoor  friend  lor  ea  boar. 
Plum  bloom  sey*.  b^p  yoot  word. 

Aad  roee  {erenium,  thou  art  prsSsrrwd. 

Apple  bloom  eeks.  wilt  thou  be  istee  * 

Pmch  bloom  rep  bee,  ay  heart  1*  thi**. 

The  den  del  ion  w  *  gay  ooqnette. 

And  taodeety  dweOe  with  th*  whit*  violet. 
Sweet  William  (ays,  let  oar  friendship  epd 
Snowdrop  Mghe  Mttly,  I’m  not  s  cummer 
triewd. 

Balloon  rtne  propoeee  to  Urn  end  meke  op, 
But  ingretltade  dwell,  in  th*  bright  battereap. 
I  rarmoant  dtflkrakiee,  ie  th*  miedeto*', «oa( ; 
Woodbine’,  chore,,  1  here  loved  the*  long. 
The  Ulna  thrill*  with  love',  A  ret  mmotiom. 

Aad  heliotrope  implies  only  devotion. 

Pat  am*  **yt,  year  preeenee  tooth*,  me; 
low  riant  replies,  yoor  looks  frees,  tarn. 

White  row  whisper*,  my  heart  ie  free, 

And  white  clover  ever  thinks  ot  at 

Sensitive  roee,  like  *  pretty  ooqowa*, 

Bey,,  to  yon  eg  too  leev*  my  mother  yet. 

Mine  through  eanehine,  storm  end  •now*, 

D  written  ell  over 


Blue  in*  bping*  •  message  lor  yon, 

Forget -me- not  denote,  love  tender  and  tree. 
Bine  violet  b  taithtninem;  harebell,  gnel . 

Aed  pemion  flower  happy  in  rellgiwue  beliet. 
Onr  eon  U  ere  one,  my,  the  bennti/al  phlox ; 
Constancy  abides  with  pretty  dwarf  box. 

Ol  love  In  e  college  Port  u laoe  doth  tell, 

Aad  |  rati  lode  b  lonnd  in  Canterbury  bell. 

Bond,  b  expreaeed  by  bine  morning-glory ; 
Nobthty  of  character  by  magnolia  grendi flora. 
The  emeremh  denote*  onlading  lav*. 

Anq  uuioceriiy  blight,  the  preuy  foxglove. 
Tree  IneDdj hip  b  lonnd  in  Virgiab  ttock. 

A  is  ration  au*  high  in  the  bright-  hollyhock. 
CSmpnaeion  attend,  the  bleeding  heart; 

And  harlot  pea  aak*,  most  yon  depart  ? 

We  On  Jlaaci  net  ion  el  way*  in  I  era. 

Sympathy  in  bairn,  and  life  in  lucerne. 

Then  gather  a  wreath  from  th*  garden  bowar*, 
And  tell  th*  wish  o<  thy  heart  in  flower*. 

- Chicago  Lmdfftr 


THE  BRIGANDS  OF  ASCOLI. 


Our  appearaaes seemed  to  make i  astir 
in  the  farmhouse,  aad  I  observed,  as  I 
walked  up  to  tbs  dear,  that  a  tall  young 
— a.  a  soa,  I  suppose,  of  oae  of  the 
men  by  whom  be  was  standing, 
_med  agitated  aad  whispered  some 
words  to  his  mother,  to  which  she 
nodded  her  bead  several  times . 

I  called  together  my  men,  and  we 
proceeded  to  tbe  shadows  to  a  hugs 
overhanging  piece  of  rock,  which  save 
shelter  from  the  san.  Here  we  arranged 
to  take  our  noon-day  refreshment  and 
■testa,  under  iu  welcome  shade,  which 
wss  very  pleasant  after  s  march  under 
a  June  sun  in  Italy;  for  it  was  high 
noon,  and  not  a  cloud  broke  tbe  deep 
clear  blue  of  tbe  sky. 

My  mind  dwelt  on  the  strange  circum¬ 
stance  at  the  farmhouse,  and  not  easily 
explained  conduct  of  the  inmates. 
While  in  the  midst  of  dot  meditations, 
my  ears  caught  tbe  sound  of  footsteps, 
turning  the  corner  of  tbe  deep 
tain-path,  two  carbineers  came  in 
sight,  and  I  told  one  of  them  my  sur¬ 
prise  at  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  woman  at 
the  farm,  to  which  he  replied: 

“SignorJ  Ufficiale,  I  can  easily  ex¬ 
plain  the  conduct  of  tboee  poor  people 
and,  seating  himself  on  tbe  crass,  he 
gave  tbe  following  explanation : 

When  tne  brigands  make  a  requisi¬ 
tion  on  *  farmhouse,  their  conduct  dif¬ 
fers.  from  their  unusual  treatment  of 
travelers  or  strangers.  The  first  thing 
is  to  make  an  onslaught  on  tbe  animals. 
They  next  enter  the  bouse;  snd  no  one 
thinks  of  refusing  them,  because  in 
these  mountain  districts  the  bouses 
so  distant  (bat  help  from  without  is 
never  thought  of.  Often  there  are  only 
tbe  mistress  of  the  house  snd  the  females 
at  home,  tbe  men  being  out  at  their 
labor. 

Tbe  first  thing  demanded  is  jewelry, 
for  the  Italian  peasant  woman,  when 
■be  has  any  mooey,  immediately  goes  to 
s  jeweler  to  convert  it  into  earrings, 
bracelets,  necklace  and  a  huge  gold 
cross  pendent  from  the  same.  Th 
of  tbe  very  bnest  gold. 

1  have  seen  0  large- boned,  brown 
peasant  woman,  on  a  festal  holiday, 
dressed  in  s  rough  homespun  dress,  with 
earrings  reaching  nearly  to  her  shoul¬ 
ders;  s  neck  upon  which  wss  a  huge 
goitre,  eneircled  with  a  necklace  of 
chased  gold  beads,  so  large  and  so  costly 
that  it  might  have  graced  the  neck  of 
some  princess,  and  who  might  well  envy 
her  the  poesession  of  tbe  same. 

Resistance  would  only  lead  to  vio¬ 
lence;  to  the  poor  woman  parts  with 
her  fortune.  Not  a  drawer  or  corner  is 
left  unsearched ;  and,  with  tbeir  hands 
and  pockets  fall  of  tlteir  ill-gotten 
wealth,  the  brigaads  prepare  to  act  the 
last  scene  of  this  miserable  drama. 

W  ben  the  cupidity  ot  the  brigand  is 
satisfied,  and  he  has  got  all  there  is  to 
have  he  take<  hold  or  the  master  of  the 
house  or  farm,  and,  leading  him  out 
into  the  open  air,  tells  him  to  take  leave 
of  bis  family  and  to  confess  blmseii,  for 
be  is  about  to  die! 

“But  wbyP”  says  the  agonized  anl 
robbed  man  ;  “  I  bave  let  you  take  all.” 

But  the  words  are  wind;  snd.  after 
he  has  taken  an  agonizing  leave  of  bis 
weeping  wife  and  family.be  is  blind¬ 
folded,  and  his  hands  tied  behind  his 
back. 

Now  the  ebek  of  a  gun  or  o'.her  fire¬ 
arm  is  heard,  and  tbe  two  who  are  to 
be  the  executioners  are  brought  into 
position.  The  wife  is  there— the  chil¬ 
dren  bkve  fled  in  terror;  but  the  poor 
wife  holds  out  her  one  hand  to  tbe  nus- 
band.  while  with  tbe  other  the  coven 
her  poor  face  to  shut  out  the  fearful 


enjoying  _ 

feels  after  a  fatiguing  day’ 

I  was  agreeably  ordered  to  Azboli.  to 
look  after  the  brigand*,  who  had  than 
baear  committing  all  sort*  ot  atrpettte*. 

We  arrived  at  Asooll  in  high  Spirits, 
and  proposed  to  make  our  first  search 

on  the  morrow.  At  Anoona  we  were 
warned  of  a  stratagem  which  tbe  bri¬ 
gands  were  practicing.  Ten  ora  dozen 
of  th' m  would  disguise  themselves  as 
persons  mending  the  roads,  wearing  the 
usual  blouse  and  short  knee  bmeohes 
of  the  professed  road-mender,  but  un¬ 
derneath  their  blouses  they  were  armed 
with  pistols  and  knives. 

I  wm  glad  to  know  this,  because  to 
be  forewarned  is  to  be  forearmed.  \ 
only  wished  that  we  had  arrived  a  few 
days  sooner,  for  we  might  have  saved 
a  young  wife  from  being  slain  on  her 
wedding  day.  As  the  facts  are  short, 
this  may  be  the  first  anecdote  of  our  ser- 
vioe. 

T*o  young  peoold.  peasants,  were  to 
b a  married  on  a  certain  day,  aqfi  it  wa* 
kdfrwnthat  tffter  tbe  ceremony,  leave- 
taking,  etc.,  the  buu-thand  would  oonvey 
his  new  wife  to  h«r  future  home,  situ¬ 
ated  in  a  village  some  distance  up  the 
mountain.  The  brigands— this  very 
troop  who  had  assumed  the  disguise— 
bectyae  aware  of  the  fact,  as  alsoot  tbe 
time  when  l be  unsuspecting  victims 
might  be  expected. 

They  came,  and  one  tif  the  road- 
menders  coming  up  to  the  side  of  the 
vehicle,  said : 

‘  A  trifle,  beautiful  lady,  for  tbe  love 
of  the  Virgin.” 

The  young  wife  in  tbe  generous  im¬ 
pulse  of  her  new  joy,  took  out  her  purse 
never  doubting  the  road- menders— for 
as  a  general  thin*  they  are  honest-  and 
was  m  the  act  or  giving  the  pretended 
beggar  her  simple  donation,  when  their 
chaise  waa  surrounded  by  tht-se  dis¬ 
guised  brigands. 

Her  husband  was  stunned  bva  blow 
on  the  head,  and  she,  the  wife,  was 
lifted  out  ol  the  chaiss  aad  held  while  a 
getierai  search  was  made  of  both  their 
persons.  The  husband  w as  thought 
dead,  and  wrs  left  on  the  road.  When 
he*i£gaioed  his  senses  the  sight  which 
met  is  gaze  was  too  dreadful  to  de¬ 
ter  be. 

On  the  ground,  not  manj  pares  from 
him,  lay  his  wife;  her  pgattw  bridal 
finery  all  dabbled  in  blood,  ber  areas  ak 
mo*f  torn  into  shreds,  the  earrings  torn 
froaf  her  ears,  the  finger  whereon  was 
her  prodding  ring  and  the  usual  heavy 
keeper  cut  of. 

The  horse  and  chaise  had  dire Dpeared. 
probably  transporting  the  brigands 
away  from  the  scene  of  one  of  the  most 
cruel  murders  which  the  annals  of 
brigandage  can  furnish. 

The  husband  was  discovered  by  * 
priest  and  a  herdsman,  and  conveyed 
the  nearest  village;  but.  although  be 
seemed  to  be  in  a  state  of  almost  hope¬ 
less  idiocy,  still,  when  the  priest  took 
him  by  this  band  to  lead  him  away  from 
the  pitiable  scene,  he  Mould  not  move, 
but.  pointing  to  tbe  body  of  his  mur¬ 
dered  wife,  which  the  herdsman  had  ar¬ 
ranged  with  as  much  decency  as  pos¬ 
sible.  he  refused  by  the  stoutest  resist¬ 
ance  to  move  without  b-r. 

They  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  leave 
him,  aad  go  aad  get  assistance  to  re¬ 
move  tbe  poor  create  re  to  the  village. 
Tbey-hsrted  the  poor  murdered  girl  in 
“  T fl  of  that  far-off  Italian 

Appenlnss,  the  husband 
conveyed  home  Id  his 

friend*. 

We  took  but  one  day  at  Am 


sight.  And  now  all  seems  about  to 
finish,  when  the  capo  walks  up  to  the 
kneedng  man.  and,  taking  the  bandage 
from  hte  eyes,  he  says: 

'll  take  the  oath  which  I 

The  kneeling  man  raises  his  eyes  to 

the  dear  sky  above  him,  which  he  bad 
thought  to  have  looked  upon  for  the 
last  time,  nfid,  putting  liis  hands  to¬ 
gether— which  had  been  unbound— he 
prepares  to  say  the  oath  which  is  dic¬ 
tated  to  him.  He  is  laid  under  numer¬ 
ous  pains  and  penalties.  And  now  his 
wife  and  children  are  clinging  to  him 
with  all  the  lively  and  emotional 
affection  of  the  Italian.  The  fear  of  a 
terrible  death  has  passed  away,  and  his 
sturdy  arms  take  in  one  fatherly  em¬ 
brace  all  his  dear  ones. 

Such  was  the  explanation  which  I 
heard  from  the  carbineers.  I  under¬ 
stood  at  once  the  fiat  denial  of  any 
kuowledgeof  the  brigands.  The  people 
dared  not  tell;  because,  if  they  did,  be¬ 
fore  twenty- four  hours,  not  only  the 
father,  but  the  whole  family  would 
be  ruthlessly  butchered.  This  has, 
really  happened  more  than  once  or 
twice. 

thanking  the  men  for  their  civility, 
and  seeing  that  b;  this  time  the  sun  was 
om  the  decline,  I  gave  the  word  and  *s 
were  again  on  our  way. 

We  examined  diligently  every  turn 
and  fissure  that  we  saw  on  our  path,  but 
were  surprised  to  see  no  trace  of  bri¬ 
gands.  when  saddenly,  on  turning  round 
a  projecting  ridge  of  rock,  we  came  upon 
a  stirring  scene. 

Imagine,  if  you  can.  a  sort  of  room  cut 
in  the  rock,  but  with  many  a  graceful, 
dowering  vine  hanging  over  and  be¬ 
tween  tbe  creviofsol  the  rocks,  whence 
pearly  drops  of  water  trickled  like  silver 
to  the  mossy  ground.  Here,  tightly 
bound,  and  possibly  meant  for  some 
torturing  death,  were  five  men,  three  of 
wnom  were  English  and  two  Germans. 
The  brigands— more  than  twelvt  in 
number— were  for  the  moet  part  kneel¬ 
ing  on  the’ground.  occupied  in  search¬ 
ing  the  knapsacks  and  the  persons  of 
the  victims,  as  also  a  good-sized  travel- 
from  which  one  of  the  brigands 
racted  a  fine  white  embroidered 
aad  was  pressed  ing  to  array  him 
self  in  it.  This  was  the  chief.  I  cannot 
describe  the  alarm,  the  exclamations  of 
•srpriMt  which  broke  from  the  brigands, 
and  msf  say  the  groans  of  relief  which 
came  from  the  captives. 

A  sharp  encounter  took  place.  Three 
of  the  brigands  fell  wounded,  hut  not 
mortally,  also  some  of  my  men ;  but  I 
had  tbe  pleasure  of  sending,  under  a 
strong  escort,  sided  by  the  oambimeri, 
nine  of  the  gang  to  Anoona,  there  to  re  • 
oeive  tbe  reward  of  tbeir  crimes;  for 
this  capture  brought  forward  many  per¬ 
rons  to  certify  to  dark  deeds  done  by 
these  ferocious  freebooters. 

Some  time  after  this,  when  we 
stationed  at  Asooli,  a  report  of  fresh 
atrocities  had  lately  mads  us  increase 
our  diligenoe,  when  we  heard  that  a 
certain  country  house  was  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  the  following  night;  the  hone 
to  be  plundered  and  burned,  the  men 
killed  aad  tbe  women  carried  off  by  the 
brigands. 

On  our  silent  way  toward  tbs  place 
we  met  a  miserable,  ill-looking  man, 
whom  I  would  rather  not  have  met  on 
the  lonely  hillside.  1  noticed  that  the 
usual  courteous  salute  which  a  traveler 
generally  returns  was  wanting  an  this 
oocasion :  and .  on  our  men.  he 

retraced  his  steps,  and  presently 
beard  a  low  whistle  thrice  repeal 
which,  from  experience,  1  knew  to  be  a 
danger  signal. 

I,  however,  quickened  my  pace,  aad  J< 
we  soon  arrived  at  the  house.  I  placed 
my  men.  and.  taking  ay  own  position 
and  giving  jnv  brother  officer  his,  we 
w  sited.  * 

Night  came  on,  and  with  it  our  work. 

We  had  scarcely  arrived  at  our  note 
when  we  found  that,  sharp  as  ws  bad 
been,  tbe  brigaads  had  bom  beforehand 
If 


•H 


